Pa. budget cuts hit poorest students hardest
Since 2011, nearly $1 billion in funding cuts to Pennsylvania's
public schools have hurt districts with the highest poverty levels.
Unequal Treatment
High-poverty districts have received the highest per-student funding cuts.
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Consequently …
Class sizes have risen across the state –
including high-poverty districts.
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Then and now ➔ Funding cuts sent student test scores in wrong direction
Pennsylvania public schools are among the best in the nation, but state
funding cuts are starting to undermine student achievement in districts with
the highest poverty levels. Fewer students are scoring proficient or advanced on
Grades 3-6 PSSA Reading and Math in the 100 most impoverished school districts.
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➔ PSSAs are only one indicator of student achievement, but they are an important one!

Get the full story
Read PSEA's research report, Budget cuts, student poverty, and test scores: Examining the evidence,
available online at www.psea.org/funding. The report relies on data from the Pennsylvania
Department of Education to examine the eﬀects of school funding cuts.

About Partners for Public Education
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information and resources they need about public education in Pennsylvania, so we can work
together to ensure the success of every child.
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